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'No country for girls,

only 914 per 1

Rukmini Shrinivasan |Tia

_;;i.; that India confounds
4. S.the world, this is a par-
ticularly ignominious one.
While growth and develop-
mentusuallylead tomore pro-
gressive attitudes towards
women, rising India is in-
creasingly choosing the bar-
baric practice of female in-
fanticide and foeticide.

Studies show a sharp drop
in the sex ratio after the intro-
duction of ultrasound ma-
chines, used for determining
the sex of fetuses, resultingin
selective abortion of female
fetuses. Estimatesforthetotal
number of “missing girls”
since 1980 range between 10
million to 44 million, depend-
ingon assumptions.

The results of
Census came as the
first major shock,
with the child sex
ratio crashing from
962 girls per 1000
boysto945injust 10
years. The Pre-na-
tal Diagnostic Techniques
Act came into effect in 1996
and it outlawed the disclosure
of the sex of the fetus. The act
hasnotbeen able to arrest the
continuous decline of India’s
child sex ratio. In 2001, it fell
further to 927 girls per 1000
boys, and in 2011, it crashed to

,-%Rmong the many ways
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KILLING ¢
FIELDS

It's not the
poorest but |
the affluent .
who are
killing their
infant girls

Child Sex Ratio declined in

410 districts

between 2001 and 2011
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914. In just thirty years, there
are now 48 fewer girls per 1000
boys. Violations of the PNDT
Act are rampant, and cam-
paigners accuse the govern-
mentof notbeing proactive in
clamping down on clinics of-
fering sex determi-
nation tests.

And here comes
SHAME in the truly shame-

ful part — it is not

SEX RATIO the poorestandleast

literate -areas and
communities that are killing
off their infant girls; in fact
the reverse is true. The 2011
numbers show that the states
with the worst child sex ratio
(CSR) are not the most back-
ward: the prosperous agrar-
ian states of Haryana and
Punjab bear that ignominy

with the neighbouring indus-
trial hubs of Delhi and Chan-
digarh justslightly better.

Nor is high literacy a good
indicator: Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar do far better than Mah-
arashtra and Gujarat. Within
states, rural areas tend to
have a better CSR than urban
areas. At a caste and commu-
nity level, tribal societies
have much better CSRs. These
trends lead to the inescapable
conclusion that with growth
and development comes grea-
ter access to pre-natal sex de-
termination, and hence,
worse sex ratios.

In addition to intentional
killing through foeticide and
infanticide, death due to dis-
ease, is unnaturally common
among Indian girls.



