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Polio-fiee city:3 yts & munting
But MumbaistillAmong Three High-Risk Zones In State

SumitraDebRoyl N

Mumbai: On ftiday Irdia
comptretes an entle yearofnot
rcporting a single polio case,
sometling the country has
ne!rer witlessed More. trYom
here, the war against polio on-
ly gets more dulenging, said
experts. Mumbai has not re
ported any polio case in tlle
last thee lears, but bas made
it in the list of hieh-risk dis-
hicts in Mahanshtra.

the tust :65.day period of
not reporting any poto case
means India will soonbe drcp
ped tu)m the list of 'endemic'
countries. India slures a place
in the list along wi01 th€e o0r-
er cormtries-Pakistan, Af-
gharistar ard Nigeria-who
ar€ yet to stop polio transmis
sion. However tfle 'eradica-
tion' status will be awarded to
India only if tlere are no hac-
es of harslnission of the polio

virus fort}Ie next two years.
Speaking to TOI, union

health minjsb::/s deputy com-
missioner (inmunization) Dr
Ajay I(hera said, "We should
be remo!€d frlm t}Ie endemic
list by tlle world Health Orga-
nization. Fbr thjs, polio vilus
transmission thrcughout Ja-
nuary and envionmental s+
wage sampling llas to be nega-
ti!€, and hopefiily it wi[ be."
He added the fight has to re
mainaggressiveasneighbour-
ins counhieslike Pakistanare

stillreportingpolio cases.
Khera added that t}le pr€p

aration for post€radication
phase has begun. "We have
made suneillance whether
stringent para]}"sis cases are
polio or not," he said" He also
added that the countrf has
been divided into high, moder-
ate and low risk areas and a
similar distinction has been
made at the state lelel tm.

Asper thedivision, the city
is a hieh-risk disctrict in the
state. The ciq/s sewage sarn-
ples have been ftee of the $,i]d
polio virus since 2010. Besides
Mwlbai, Thane and Nashik
too have freurEd in the list of
hieh-risk districts.

State hununization offr-
cer Dr \T}{ Itulkami said mi-
gration makes the thrce dis-
hicts prone to importation of
the viM, both from within as
well as outside the country
"We are haining our medical

olfrcers to respond to an emer-
gencysituation, oraninstance
of rcsurgence of the virus," he
said. iUalErashtra like most
other stateq has alrcady
formed the Emergency Prcpa-
r€dness and RespoDse Plan
team to tackle any trace ofthe
virus systematically

The last new polio case in
Irdia was rcported on Janu-
ary 13 last ],eax Ln m10, there
were 42 cases, a steep fall from
?41 in m09, which was neady
haff of the slobal polio cas€s.
Regional teamleader of WHg
Dr Ravindra Banpel, added
that laboratories too have to
become exhemely cautious
regarding contairunent of the
vilus. "No one wants avirusto
slip out of a laboratory espe
cially when it has been omit-
ted from tlte coffimmiry" he
said. Mearwhile, qoss"border
tnmunization efrorts are
underway


