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No.0f Towns With Shanties Went Up From 1,743 ln 2001T0 2,613 ln 2011
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/--\ ver a third of the slum
f lpopulation in India
\--l lives without any ba.
sic facility beitgprovided by
the state as the slums are not
recognized. In case of states
Iike Rajasthan, crlarat and
Bihar, the entire slum pop-
ulation of several lakhs re-
mains unrecognized by the
state governments.

For the first time, the
census data on slums identi-
fied slum dwellers as the peo-
ple living in compact areas
with a population of at least
300, in unhygienic environ-
ment with inadequate in-
frastructure and lacking
proper sanitary and drink-
ing water facilities. Earlier,
onlypeople in areas notified
or recogrized as slums by
state or local authorities
werecounted.

With the new method,
several states - Haryana,
Delhi, Assam, Jammu and
Kashmir and Jharkhand
have identified more slum
dwellers in such areas
than in the notified or recog-
nizedslums.

In fact, the number of
towns havingslums has gone
up from 1,743 in 2001to 2,613
in2011, out of a total of 4,041
tow[s in India.

The proportion of slum
population to urban popula-
tion has fallen slightly with
the slum population growing
at a slower pace than urban
areas as a whole. There also
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about one in eight persons.
The share of scheduled
tribes in urban population
has increased to about 3%
justas ithas in slums, where
itis alittlehisherthan3o/o.

However, interestingly,
the work participation rate
in slums isjust slightlyhigh-
er (360/0 ) compared to the ur-
ban rate of 35%. However,
the work participation of
women in slums is almost2 o/o

higher than in the urban
population.

Butmore than two out of
five women workers living ill
slums are marginal workers,
who do not have employment
throughout the year.

The southern states of
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and
Goa have among the highest
work participation rates,
about 40%o, while Bihar, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Haryana are
amongtheworst.

Among the states, Maha-
rashtra has the highest slum
population of 1.18 crore fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh
(one crore plus), West Ben-
gal, Uttar Pradesh and TamiI
Nadu(SBlakh).

However, as a proportion,
the slum population in
Maharashtra has shown the
biggest reduction from
23ol" to 18 o/o. A few states like
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Punjab and Gujarat, too,
have shown a margi[al re-
duction in the proportion of
slum population, though in
most states the proportion
has increased-

isn't aIIy difference in the
household size of urban ar-
eas a[d slums any more -about4.7- with slums show-
ing a higher reduction in
family size.

The literacy rate in slums
too has gone up to 78olo com-
paredtotheoverallurbanlit-
eracy of over 8470. Thejump
in female literacy iII slums
(from 63% to 72olo) is higher
than that in male literacy

from 80% to 84%. However,
the literacy rate is lower
than ?0ol" in slums in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Arunachal Pradesh and
Jammu&Kashmir.

About one in five persons
in a slum is from the sched-
uled caste, a share that has
increased in the last one dec-
ade. However, the proportion
of SCs in the overall urban
population is just 12.6% or

Marginal rise in child
sex ratio in slums

Rema Nagaraian lrrc

'rndia's slums have a far
I betterchildsexratioof

I922 girls per 1,ooo boys
than the non-slum urban
population, for which the
fieure is 902. AIso, this fig-
ure has shown a marginal
improvement in the last
decade for the slum pop-
ulation from 921 in 2001,
but has worsened slightly
for the non-slum urban
population from 903.

Even in terms of the
overall sex ratio, India's
slum population has seen
a dramatic improvement
compared to the rest of the
uIban population. The
slum population sex ratio
jumDed from BB7 women
for every 1,000 men in 2001
to 928 in 2011 - a signifi'
cant improveme[t com-
pared to thej ump h sex ra'
tio for the rest of the urban
popu.lation sex ratio from
904 in 2001 to 929 in 2011.

The available data does
not make it clear whether
this sudden increase in the
sex ratio of the slum pop'
ulation is because of a
change in the ground sit'
uation or because several
new areas have been in-
cluded under the category
of "identilied slums".
These are areas with a pop-
ulation of at least 300 peo"

The sex ratio in slums
jumped from 887
women for every 1,000
men in 2001t0 928 in

2011, an improvement
compared to thejump
in sex l"tio for the
urban population

sex ratio

ple not officially notified
or recognised as slums by
the state or local govern-
ments. Infact, this "identi-
fied slum" population is
higher than the popula-
tion of either "recognised
slums" or "notified
slums" in the country

It is well known that it
is the better off communi-
ties and populations with
access to sex determina-
tion technologies and re-
productive services who
have the worst sex ratios
in India. This pattern
holds up even within the
slum population, with the
scheduled tribes having
the best sex ratio of 985,
followed by the scheduled
castes with a sex ratio of
959, way better than the
restof thepopulationwith
a sex ratio of 918. This re-
flects the all-India pattern
of STs having the best sex
ratio followed by the SCs.


