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Nashik In order to empower
disabled people, Nashik-based
student Mohit Heda has desig-
ned a unique ticycle throueh
the Deparhnent of Empower-
ment of Persons with Disabili-
ties' @EPwD) Sugamya Bha-
rat (Accessible India) campa-
IgI1.

A student of product desig-
ning at Nashik's College of Ar-
chitecture & Cente for Design,
Heda plans to donate the first
lot of his product to disabledp+
ople who are his inspiration for
the design of the unique bike.

"I know a few companies
and individuals in India who
have done research on this sub-
ject and some battery-run f icy-
cles are avaflabie in the market.
They cost at least Rs 35,000
which is not affordable for dis-
abled people in most parts of
the country My tricycle also
has some exclusive features,"

Heda said while showing the
Iight weight vehicle that is pa-

intedwhite.
"I have consciously worked

onthe image of thepnrduct and
made it attmcdve so that it is
not seen as a symbol of s)rynpat-
hy but as a syrnbol of confiden-
cg"Hedasaid.

Theattractive and Iight we
ightvehicle has exclusivefeatu-

res like seat adjustability for re
ach, comfortable footest with
sffapping, a lqgage box and se
atbelt. Aweatherroof has also
been attached to the vehicle,
making it an easy ride for com-
muters through all seasons.

The vehicle is designed to
runs on 500 watt motor with
supply from four batteries of12
Volt/%Amp. "It takes six hours
forthe battery to chargefuIly A
fully charged battery can run
the vehicle up to 25km with a
top speed of S0kmph. Battery
indicatou locks and other elec-
tncnic features are also irutal-
Ied,"Hedasaid.

For the future, Heda wants
to fx a solar panel on the roof in
order to make the vehicle
completely eco-friendly

The first ones to take bens
fit of this unique invention are
the peopie who helped Heda de
velop the concept. Sukdu Koli,
who was handicapped due to
polio attheage of 9years, used
to move in a hand driven tricy-

cle till now "It's difficult to
climb on tothe traditional hand
driven tricycle. Whi]e getting
down, human support or a
stick is needed. Using the tricy-
cle of a wheelchair continuous-
Iy also pains my hands. But, the
battery-cycle has many featu-
res which overcomes ali these
odds," saidKoli.

Another excited rider is 30-
yearold Kiran Deokar who
uses caliper to walk. "Fatigue,
severppain in therightlegwere
my conrmon complaints as ca-

lipers have their own limits.
But, Mohit's tricycle is the ans-
wer to most of my problems,"
hesaid.

While the production cost
of the tricycle is nearly Rs
28,000, Heda said that mass pro-
duction of the tricycle may
bring the cost down to Rs 18,000.

The tricycle is already in pro-
cess of registation in Pune
University's Irurovation Sup-
port programme, which will
help him get patent of it.

Mohit Heda with the tricycle


